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" MARTIAL ARTS CELEBRATE  "T"
THE LANTERN FESTIVAL

Australian—Chinese Kungfu & Taichi Festival Held at
Ashfield Town Hall, Sydney
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On March 1, the “Martial Arts Celebrate the Lantern Festival - Australian—
Chinese Kungfu & Taichi Festival”, hosted by the Australian—Chinese
Wushu (Kungfu) Culture Association Inc, was grandly held at Ashfield
Town Hall in Sydney.

The event ran from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., lasting a full eight hours, during
which a steady flow of visitors filled the venue, with the hall remaining
largely at full capacity throughout the day. It is the only Lunar New Year
celebration in Sydney themed around Chinese martial arts, one of the most
distinctive cultural symbols of China, and also one of the largest Lantern
Festival celebrations in Sydney.
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The event was guided by the spirit of “bringing people together through
martial arts, cultivating character through culture, and embracing
multicultural harmony.” Using martial arts as a bridge, the festival fostered
meaningful connections among diverse cultures.

Through every movement of fists and palms, the profound depth of Chinese
martial arts was displayed, while also reflecting the harmonious coexistence
of Australia’s multicultural society. Different cultures met and interacted
here, and people from diverse communities came to know one another.

On this vibrant multicultural land, the festival presented a cultural landscape
of “beauty shared in diversity and harmony in coexistence.”
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Distinguished guests attending the event included: Wang Yunkuo, President
of the AUSTRALIAN-CHINESE WUSHU (KUNGFU) CULTURE
ASSOCIATION INC; Stone Li, Chairman of the Organising Committee of
the Association; Jo Carlisle, Councillor of the Inner West Council; Le
Liwen, Cultural Counsellor of the Consulate-General of the People’s
Republic of China in Sydney; Zhou Jun, staff member of the Consulate-
General office; Benjamin Cai, Mayor of Strathfield; and Wang Bin,
Councillor of Hurstville etc.
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Martial Arts Talk | The Spirit of Wushu:
Cultivate the Mind, Uphold Peace

JK&Q ,P

At the opening of the event, Sydney media personality and brand strategist
Ling Jian conducted a unique “Wushu Micro Interview” with Wang Yunkuo,
President of the Australian—Chinese Wushu (Kungfu) Culture Association,
revealing the deeper spirit and philosophy of Chinese martial arts to the
audience.
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Martial Arts Talk | The Spirit of Wushu:
Cultivate the Mind, Uphold Peace

Wang Yunkuo, who has practiced martial arts for over fifty years, believes
the essence of Wushu lies not in competition, but in self-cultivation and
inner discipline. True martial artists transform impulse into composure,
strength into restraint, and skill into tolerance. Since its founding in 2018,
the Australian—Chinese Wushu (Kungfu) Culture Association has upheld
the spirit of “using martial arts to promote peace and self-improvement,”
bringing together practitioners from diverse cultural backgrounds.
Beyond teaching techniques, the association emphasizes martial virtue
and community service. In Wang’s view, the true power of martial arts lies
in resolving conflict, fostering understanding, and building unity within
multicultural communities.
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GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

Jo Carlisle, Councillor of the Inner West Council, noted that Ashfield has
long been a community where diverse cultures meet and flourish. Today’s
martial arts festival allows people from different cultural backgrounds to
connect through sport and art, fostering mutual understanding and
appreciation. Such  cultural exchange activities ensure that
multiculturalism 1s not only reflected in policy, but also vividly expressed
in everyday community life.

g E,

] D ﬂ 2 = - ‘. r} &

1 = - = = A \,\

Vi )A»A(Afi 7 ﬂ;: ¥ ‘ -—-_..’&:ii‘&";* k. F N
A= AN
AUSTRALIAN-CHINESE W 3| & ’\ !\Pﬂ_; P
| TION INC N SN
3 e

s, Wbl

sk B INNER WEST COUNCIL #il 5i JO CARLISLE %75, ASHFIELD
—HAZAXARICHHR, S REORAFT AR XA FZHANELZHE
CARMEEM. BIKRE . XFEAIARRES, L% T XA RELET HK
b, BASHARH AR EBEZE,




GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

Yue Liwen, Cultural Counsellor of the Chinese Consulate-General in
Sydney, said martial arts carry the heroic dreams of youth and embody the
wisdom of Chinese culture. Seeing children and people from diverse

backgrounds participating, he praised the Chinese community’s efforts in
promoting cultural exchange and expressed support for initiatives
strengthening China—Australia understanding.
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GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

Benjamin Cai, Mayor of Strathfield, said the Lantern Festival symbolizes
reunion and harmony. Events like this martial arts festival bring people of
diverse cultural backgrounds together, fostering understanding and cultural
exchange. He praised the Chinese community for enriching the city’s
cultural life, noting that multicultural harmony is one of Australia’s greatest
strengths.
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GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

Councillor Wang Bin of Hurstville spoke on “Culture Brings Friends,
Martial Arts Bring Peace.” He explained that the Chinese character for
martial arts means “to stop conflict.” Sharing his story of protecting the
Bruce Lee statue, he quoted Bruce Lee’s philosophy “Be like water,”
highlighting flexibility and inclusiveness in a multicultural society.
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GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

Zhang Jinfan, Principal of Sydney Experimental Chinese School and
Honorary President of the NSW Chinese Writers Association, said he has
witnessed the martial arts association’s growth over the years. Martial arts
are not only for physical fitness but also a form of cultural education,
teaching young people discipline, respect, and traditional values.
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GUEST SPEECHES: THE LIGHT OF MARTIAL
ARTS IN MULTICULTURALISM

L1 Zhifeng, Chairman of the Organising Committee of the Australian—
Chinese Wushu Association and President of the Australia Chu Business
Association, delivered the closing thanks. He said martial arts are a treasure
of Chinese culture and a bridge between cultures, bringing people together
and promoting mutual understanding and deeper China—Australia cultural
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY

The martial arts festival brought together outstanding masters and teams
from diverse cultural backgrounds. Southern and Northern styles, Shaolin
and Wudang traditions, as well as Tai1 Chi and internal martial arts were

showcased on the same stage, reflecting the richness and diversity of
Wushu.
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY

Weapons such as broadswords, spears, swords, meteor hammers, nine-
section whips, and nunchaku were performed in succession, showcasing the
rich heritage of traditional martial arts. Southern styles displayed strength
and power, Northern styles emphasized agile kicks and expansive
movements; Tai Chi flowed like drifting clouds, while weapon routines
moved with the force of wind and thunder.
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY

KA B3 2R R MR

ﬁam 'xﬂ'#ﬁf‘\

TRALIAN-CHINESE WUSHU
U) CULTURE ASSOCIATION FNC

www ACi M FU COH AU .




A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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A MARTIAL ARTS SHOWCASE: THE SPIRIT OF
WUSHU ON DISPLAY
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The event featured 77 performances, ranging from children’s martial arts
demonstrations to masters’ showcases. From traditional routines to Tai Chi
for health, the carefully arranged program unfolded in dynamic progression,
creating a vibrant martial arts celebration that brought together participants
of different ages and cultural backgrounds.
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HONOURING EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE

RAWA: B AR E LA

The Martial Virtue Award honoured individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to promoting martial arts and serving the
community. Beyond physical skill, martial arts embody discipline and
moral values. The recipients have played an important role in preserving
tradition and fostering cultural understanding within multicultural
communities.
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HONOURING EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE
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1. Martial Virtue Award

The Martial Virtue Award honoured individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to promoting martial arts and serving the
community. Beyond physical skill, martial arts embody discipline and
moral values. The recipients have played an important role in preserving
tradition and fostering cultural understanding within multicultural
communities.

ARGEHHFAN XL KEEER”, UIRBRMERR LA, ) GRS L
NHTHRARKAY . RARINEARKE, EA—MeEEREGRMER. KXH DA
Tehah KR M, ) KA., RAMRXEHSE REXARR S W AET & LA
M., Kb EEEREIME LTS EENE,




HONOURING EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE

RO L ARG LA
2. Outstanding Volunteer Award

The Martial Virtue Award honoured individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to promoting martial arts and serving the
community. Beyond physical skill, martial arts embody discipline and
moral values. The recipients have played an important role in preserving
tradition and fostering cultural understanding within multicultural
communities.

LA

Vi

AUSTRALIAN-C

JNGFU) CULTURE

\

ARRKAR TR EDEATFESREABANG TN . EHHFANRLREERERL”,
DURWEREMEFENAR., AGWF . Ry LX) FhuaF8% 7. 1
PABAS & ST SF P & W S R 24T, SOLSEIR TR e B TR A 5 R m ks, b %
XA R EN K 5 T .




A NEW YEAR OF KINDNESS: LIGHT AND
COMPASSION
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This event was not only a cultural celebration but also a meaningful act
of community goodwill. Several Ashfield businesses offered free lunches
to volunteers and provided vouchers for seniors and children, sharing
kindness and warmth with the community at the start of the new year.

Photo: Tribute to Chinese Entrepreneur and Philanthropist Mei
Guangda
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ARTISTIC CELEBRATION: MULTICULTURAL
ARTS LIGHT UP THE LANTERN FESTIVAL
XZLBE: SNEARTLE LK

Beyond the martial arts performances, Sydney arts groups presented
dances, choir, opera, folk music, and face-changing acts. Applause filled
the hall, with some audiences saying the performances rivaled gala shows.
The blend of diverse arts enriched the festival atmosphere and added
vibrant cultural colour.
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MARTIAL ARTS UNITED,
CULTURES IN HARMONY
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From martial arts to music and dance, from community to stage, this
eight—hour cultural celebration was not only a Lantern Festival event, but
also a meaningful dialogue across cultures.
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MARTIAL ARTS UNITED,
CULTURES IN HARMONY

R AR ek

On this southern land, martial arts resonate with Australia’s
multicultural spirit through values of balance, respect, and peace.
Bringing people together through martial arts and culture, its philosophy
crosses oceans. Amid lion dances and drums, the spirit of Wushu
continues to take root and flourish within Australia’s diverse cultural
landscape.
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MARTIAL ARTS UNITED,
CULTURES IN HARMONY
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Martial spirit stirs the world so wide,
Through art and heart the truth inside.
Dragons rise where spring lights glow,
Kindness shared in Lantern’s glow.

RAFHRA  CEESRLAL,
WP ABARER  TTTET AL




D) martrar arrs ()

\7 A |\. J ./.

" CELEBRATE THE
LANTERN FESTIVAL

AUSTRALIAN KUNGFU & TAICHI FESTIVAL
— EVENT REVIEW

ASHFIELD
TOWN HALL

MAR 2026
10AM - 18 PM

AUSTRALIAN-CHINESE WUSHU ( KUNGFU )
CULTURE ASSOCIATION INC

THANK YOU




